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Manzullo Seeks Amtrak Stop for McHenry County 
 
[CRYSTAL LAKE] Congressman Don Manzullo (R-IL) today called on Illinois Governor Pat Quinn to 
designate a stop in McHenry County as part of the state’s decision to extend Amtrak passenger rail from 
Chicago to Dubuque, Iowa. 
 
Manzullo, who has worked closely with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) to return Amtrak and commuter rail 
to northern Illinois, sent a letter to the Governor today requesting an Amtrak stop in either Huntley or Marengo.  
 
The $60 million in funds necessary to upgrade the tracks for the Chicago to Iowa Amtrak route were included in 
the state capital bill. Gov. Quinn announced earlier this month Amtrak would follow a northern route on 
existing tracks running from Elgin’s Big Timber Metra station through the counties of McHenry, Boone, 
Winnebago, Stephenson and JoDaviess counties before crossing into Iowa. Quinn and Amtrak previously 
announced stops in Belvidere, Rockford, Freeport, and Galena, and Manzullo is requesting a stop in McHenry 
County. 
 
“Establishing a stop in McHenry County will help increase Amtrak ridership and secure the route’s viability 
while providing tremendous benefits for businesses, tourism, and quality of life in one of the fast-growing collar 
counties of Chicago,” Manzullo said. “Establishing an Amtrak stop in McHenry County could also expedite the 
eventual extension of Milwaukee District/West Metra commuter rail service from Big Timber to Huntley and 
Marengo and beyond to Belvidere and Rockford since they will traverse the same tracks.” 
 
The mayors of Huntley and Marengo have each submitted letters to Manzullo expressing interest in hosting an 
Amtrak stop. Manzullo’s letter to the Governor as well as the mayors’ letters are attached. 
 

(END) 
 
 

http://manzullo.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=3346-715068
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